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What is your interpretation of this statement?
What Eric Topol implies in this statement is that the health care system should embrace technology in order to improve health care provision. It is a fact that indeed technology is at the center-stage of revolutions taking place in the world today. Therefore, it is important for the health care system to take advantage of advanced technology to realize better care for patients, especially today when Covid-19 pandemic has exposed the flaws present in the healthcare system. Radical innovation implies utilizing new technology to bring about change. Radical innovations shaping the provision of health care services today include intelligent computing, data sharing, and data safety, among others (Balgrosky, 2014). 
Topol also talks about healthcare democratization to bring an end to medical paternalism. Healthcare democratization implies ensuring patients have access to data, advanced technology and expertise in order to promote their own healthy living. This means that people must have a role to play in the systems that impact on their health and they require tools that enable them to participate fully in the discussions regarding their health. To ensure the full democratization of healthcare, there should be a free flow of information among the various participants in the healthcare system, among them healthcare practitioners, patients, technology providers, and insurers, among others. 
Also, healthcare democratization requires patients to be fully equipped with advanced technology to ensure their well-being. Innovations in healthcare should utilize advanced technology in order to collect data not only in the hospital setting but also outside of the hospital. This can happen through encouraging more virtual visits and diagnostics at home. More innovations need to take place in the area of telehealth and Artificial Intelligence (AI) to bring about change and save people's lives, that is, quality healthcare. Moreover, it means that patients should voice their concerns on how such infrastructure impacts their health. 
2. Name several emerging technologies used to support HIS. Consider the impact of new technologies in your daily life, pre and post pandemic. 
Some of the emerging technologies used to support Health Information System (HIS) include mHealth, eHealth, social media, telemedicine, and telehealth. The World Health Organization (WHO) recognizes this as the utilization technology to improve healthcare delivery. The Covid-19 pandemic has forced people to seek healthcare services through technology because of travel restrictions. Also, the hospitals have been overwhelmed in the capacity of beds and other tools meant to ensure the well-being of patients. But thanks to mobile technology like tablets and Smartphone, patients can conduct virtual visits and get the care they need from health care providers. Virtual visits are now a common thing thanks to such technology taking shape in the healthcare system. 
Also, these technologies have enabled more diagnostics to be done at home. The WHO insists that diagnosis for Covid-19 is crucial in tracking the spread of the virus, understanding epidemiology, and taking the correct measure to suppress the virus. Therefore, technologies present today have helped diagnose the virus and produce results in a few minutes. The AI-powered technology enables faster diagnosis at home. Also, testing of the condition is now easy thanks to advanced technology. And these technologies have had an impact on our daily lives before and during the period of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Previously, many of us including me did not recognize the critical role of technology in healthcare provision. But in this era of the Covid-19 pandemic, our eyes have been opened to what technology can accomplish in the healthcare sector. Today, we can be able to conduct virtual meetings with healthcare providers and get diagnosed. The future is bright in the healthcare sector thanks to more technological innovations taking place today. With more information available online, advanced technologies, and continuous innovations, people will be empowered to have control of their own well-being. Virtual consultations and diagnostics along with intelligent computing will realize democratization of healthcare. And when another pandemic happens, we shall be able to manage an influx of patients in hospitals and hence curb the spread of infection.      
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